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Letters to the Editors 





Will Join Church Abolishing Segregation 





Social Pressure vs. Christ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I am interested in your article Last 
Stronghold of Segregation, by James Mc- 
Bride Dabbs (July 16). . ‘ 

I am Bpiscopalian. My father and my 
mother’s father were Episcopal ministers, 
but I intend to join the first church to 
abolish segregation. For to me this would 
be sufficient proof that this church had the 
firmest grip on the teaching of Jesus. 

It is a source of embarrassment to me 
that here in the world’s leading democracy 
we white Southerners practice segregation 
in our secular lives. Are we persons of 
conviction, or are we hypocrites? 

But it is a source of true and deep hu- 
miliation to me that our churches are so 
weak in faith that for them social pressure 
is stronger than the pressure of Jesus 
Christ. This is not Christianity of which 
we partake in our segregated churches. 
Jesus is not with us in this. 

The strong and virile minds of the 
younger generation are turning away from 
the churches for their spiritual inspiration. 
There is more of true Christianity in an 
inter-racial meeting in any unconsecrated 
building in the South than there is in any 
church where color stands guard at the 
door. 

A Christianity which sets aside the 
words, “Love thy neighbor,” is not for me. 
Nor is it for many more than our cautious 
church leaders believe. I go to church, but 
my heart is not there with me in this 
domed building where brotherly love is 
not welcome. My heart is with my brown 
brothers who worship the same God with 
such warmth and beauty, and who may 
not enter the door with me. 

SARAH PATTON BOYLE. 

Charlottesville, Va. 


Seminary Students’ Attitudes 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

My estimate of your publication was 
raised considerably when I read the article 
“The Last Stronghold of Segregation” by 
Mr. Dabbs. It was wonderful to read such 
a statement by a Presbyterian elder. Mr. 
Dabbs has begun to realize the true pro- 
phetic religion of Jesus Christ. 

In a recent survey I made of the four 
Southern Presbyterian seminaries I found 
that Austin, Louisville, and Richmond, in 
this order, show a great majority in favor 
of complete non-segregation in seminaries 
and colleges. This result was from the 
students. However, the ministerial stu- 
flents at Columbia showed no more than 
thirty-seven per cent in favor of abolish- 
ing segregation of students on these two 
levels. 

As usual, however, the church will be 
the last to express more fully the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. State institutions 
and labor unions will set the pace and 
when the church is quite sure no trouble 
will ensue or the ground is well-laid, then 
she will proudly “boast” of her new stand 
on the racial problem. What hypocrisy! 

The Presbyterian Church, US, needs a 
few radical leaders or a larger group of 
strong liberals who will not be afraid to 
fulfill their Christian convictions on the 
racial issue, The old policy of “we can’t 
change things over night” has killed more 
liberals and maintained the status quo 
more so than the group of die-hard white- 
supremacy Southerners. 

With a few more Presbyterian elders 
such as Mr. Dabbs, the Presbyterian 
Church in the South might help the Chris- 
tian cause instead of hindering it. 

RALPH L. UNDERWOOD, Jr. 

Raeford, N. C. 





WHAT A “LIVE” CHURCH DOES 
OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS: 


. We usually have a dinner for 
our college young people just before 
they go away. The program varies 
from year to year but the main em- 
phasis is to assure them of the prayer- 
ful interest of our church during the 
time they are away. 


At these dinner meetings I usually 
have an opportunity to say a few 
words and present each young person 
with a copy of the Going-to-College 
Handbook. Following this meeting 
we mail a copy to those who could 
not be present. 


SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Roanoke, Va., By A. H. Hollings- 
worth, Jr. 





YOUNG PEOPLE... 
... and Their Home Church 


The coming volume (August) of the 
51-52 Going-to-College Handbook 
gives the replies of the College Board 
(leading young people) to this ques- 
tion: 


How has your home church 
helped you in preparation for 
college? 


ONE SAYS: “My home church has 
done nothing whatsoever. .. .” 
ANOTHER: “My home church has 
assisted me in two very important 
weet. « . >” 


If your church has not ordered 
yet, DO IT NOW—BEFORE VACA- 
TIONS. Price: 1 copy, 50c; 2-9, 35c; 
10-19, 30c; 20 or more, 25c each. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 
Richmond 19, Virginia 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the 
10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


of March 3, 1879. 
Telephone 2-9492. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 


Baptists and Segregation 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I certainly hope that the last strong- 
hold of segregation will not be the Chris- 
tian Church—either in the South or the 
North, I am glad that the Southern Bap- 
tists have freed their seminaries of segre- 
gation. American Baptists, at their last 
annual meeting, urged their churches “to 
move more rapidly toward the establish- 
ment of completely non-segregated insti- 
tutions within our fellowship.” 

STANLEY I. STUBER, 
Executive Secretary. 
Japan ICU Foundation, New York. 


Merely ‘‘Amen!’’ 


TO TH OUTLOOK: 

Re: “The Last Stronghold of Segrega- 
tion,” by J. M. Dabbs, may I say merely, 
“Amen!” 

FRANK B. DAVIS. 

Auburn, Ala. 


Deplores Ferre Emphases 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The recent article by Nels Ferré (July 
9) must have grieved many of your 
réaders., 

Here was an instance of a brilliant man 
of earnest devotional spirit espousing in 
his teaching serious errors, three at least. 
The doctrine of our standards on pre- 
destination was refused. The historicity 
of the fall of Adam was denied. The final 
salvation of all men was affirmed. 

It did seem a caSe of human wisdom and 
a renewed call for the comment that in 
these times too the need is for every 
thought to be brought under obedience 
to the captivity of the Christ of the re- 
vealed Word. 

ROBERT STRONG. 

Augusta, Ga. 


Something Different 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

With regard to the letter in the July 2 
issue concerning the problem of Sunday 
services during the summer months. We 
have found that God’s children still like 
to meet during the regular 11:00 and 8:00 
services. However, it is hard for the lit- 
tle children to sit through the heat of a 
“grown-up” service, so we hold Junior 
Church in a separate building for them. 
I cannot understand how any church 
would want to discontinue evening serv- 
ices. This is when we have the crowd. 
Our chapel is located in the middle of a 
fishing and boating resort, but the faith- 
ful attend church in spite of the worldly 
attractions. 

In the evening I preach not over 20 
minutes, and round out the hour with an 
object lesson for children, chalk-talk with 
a choir of thirty young people to give a 
musical background. We surprise some of 
our local musicians by calling on them 
during the service to sing a solo, duet or 
quartet number without previous practice; 
they like this. 

I don’t believe in the spectacular but I 
do think it is high time some of us woke 
up to the fact that our church members 
are “just plain folks” no matter what the 
social standing may be. They go to 
movies to see something different, why 
not vary our services instead of the old 
monotonous cardboard ritual? 

And above all, don’t forget our mission 
—to win the lost and build up the saints. 
Preach the Word in season and out of sea- 
son! 

Ww. S. BEARDSHAW. 

Savannah, Ga. 


, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
Copyright 1951, 


by The Presbyterian Outlook. 
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APR Churches Talk Withdrawal 


Movement in Charlotte Area Looks Toward Joining U. 8. Church 


Charlotte, N. C., newspapers recently 
reported that several Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian churches in that 
vicinity are considering withdrawing 
from their denomination and uniting 
with Mecklenburg Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church, US. 

Informed sources indicated that the 
movement is in the preliminary and in 
some cases exploratory stages with lit- 
tie, if any, concerted action. These un- 
named individuals, however, considered 
it more than likely that when the First 
ARP Presbytery holds its next meetinz 
it will have before it the petitions of 
some congregations seeking dissolution 
of their relationships with the denomi- 
nation. 


Largely, Charlotte Area 


With 33 churches in its membership, 
the First Presbytery is concentrated 
largely in the Charlotte area. 


“Representatives from churches of 
the First Presbytery led the unsuccess- 
ful fight at the ARP General Synod in 
June to unite the denomination with the 
Southern Presbyterian Church,” the 
Charlotte Observer stated. ‘‘The synod 
voted 103-59 against consideration of 
union. The concrete proposal on union 
was thus prevented from reaching the 
floor.’’ 


The paper then quotes (from THE 
OUTLOOK, June 25) portions of the ad- 
dress of the ARP fraternal delegate at 
the Orlando Assembly where H. L. 
Patrick, pastor of the First ARP church, 
Charlotte, reported that the vote of the 
synod ‘‘does not in any means reflect 
the sentiment among our congrega- 
tions. . . Our cause was lost this time 
but I think it is a cause of teo many 
prayers to be called lost for good.” 


Now “Guilty of Schism” 
According to the Charlotte Observer: 


“ARP leaders of the union movement 
point out that since the denomination 
several years ago gave up its historic 
position on the singing of Bible Psalms 
to the exclusion of hymns, it has ceased 
to have a ‘separate Christian witness’ 
and its perpetuation of the denomina- 
tion as a separate entity makes it guilty 
of schism of the Presbyterian body of 
believers. Some local observers pointed 
out that it is not unlikely that by the 
time the First ARP Presbytery meets 
this fall several local congregation may 
act in concert in seeking their release 
in order that they may become affiliated 
with Mecklenburg Presbytery of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 

“The movement at this stage, how- 
ever, has not advanced far enough to be 
clearly defined. It is known that some 
churches have scheduled congregational 
meetings and that the matter has been 
discussed by the official boards of other 
churches.”’ 





CHINESE CHURCHMAN RESIGNS AS WORLD COUNCIL PRESIDENT 


Hong Kong (RNS)—T. C. Chao, dean 
of the School of Religion, Yenching Uni- 
versity, Peking, has resigned as a presi- 
dent of the World Council of Churches. 


His resignation was announced by the 
Kwang Ming Daily News published in 
Peking. 

The paper said that Dr. Chao resigned 
because the World Council’s Central 
Committee, at a meeting held in Canada 
last July, condemned North Korea as 
an aggressor and expressed doubts con- 
cerning the motives behind the Com- 
munist-inspired Stockholm ‘‘peace ap- 
peal.”’ 

According to the paper, Dr. Chao 
claimed he was not informed of this 
meeting until early this year. 

“Professor Chao came to the conclu- 
sion,’’ the paper said, ‘‘that the World 
Council of Churches had fallen into be- 
ing used as a tool of American imperial- 


ism for the perpetration of its policy 
of world aggression. He felt that, as a 
loyal citizen of the People’s Republic, 
he could no longer be identified with 
the organization.”’ 

The newspaper said that Dr. Chao 
had sent a letter of resignation to the 
World Council’s headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on April 28. It added that 
the resignation was accompanied with a 
note protesting “the policy being 
adopted by the Council.” 

Dr. Chao was elected one of six presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches 
at the Council’s First Assembly in 
Amsterdam in August, 1948. 

(At headquarters of the Conference 
of U. S. A. Member Churches of the 
World Council of Churches in New 
York, it was learned that the Council’s 
Central Committee is scheduled to act 
on Dr. Chao’s resignation when it meets 
in Rolle, Switzerland, Aug. 4-11.) 


Six Points Listed in 
“Time of Testing” 


Missions Strategy 


USA Foreign Missions Board 
And Assembly Approve Steps 


Presbyterian, USA, News Letter 

A new strategy for the present ‘‘time 
of testing’? has been adopted by the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of Foreign 
Missions and approved by the General 
Assembly. It includes: (1) A Chris- 
tian evangelistic approach to Commu- 
nists; (2) a fresh outreach into many 
new avenues of evangelism with wide 
use of mass communications; (3) top 
priority to the training of leaders in the 
younger churches; (4) transferring re- 
sponsibility to national Christian leader- 
ship; (5) deeper undergirding of all 
the work with prayer; (6) calling upon 
the church for a new dedication of its 
youth to missionary service and a more 
sacrificial support of its world mission 
on the part of all its members. 


Steps Are Being Taken 
In Line With Objectives 

In connection with these goals some 
specific steps have already been taken, 
including, (1, above) a study fellow- 
ship on the Christian Approach to Com- 
munism with 20 selected missionaries 
on furlough attending for a semester; 
(3) more than 70 individual projects 
have been received for expediting the 
training of leaders, especially lay lead- 
ers, in the national churches, and 
churches and individuals are being 
asked for $235,000 in ‘‘plus’” gifts for 
this program; (6) at a special service 
late in June, 56 young people were com- 
missioned as foreign missionaries, bring- 
ing the total for the year to 81, in 13 
foreign countries; only 17 of these are 
ordained ministers, the rest including: 
educators, nurses, physicians, a dentist, 
an architect. a radio engineer, a build- 
ing contractor, a professional airplane 
pilot, and a medical entomologist. 


Emmons Succeeds Mackay as 
Missions Board President 


Peter K. Emmons, Westminster 
church, Scranton, Pa., was named presi- 
dent of the Board of Foreign Missions 
at the June meeting, succeeding John 
A. Mackay, president of Princeton Semi- 
nary. At this meeting it was announced 
that the denomination had contributed 
$623,299 to the “One Great Time of 
Sharing” for 1951, with gifts coming 








from more than 5,000 churches and in- 
dividuals. More than one-third of this 
money has beer designated by the 
Board for relief in Korea. 


Chinese Refugee Students 
Helped to Find Employment 

Along with other Protestant churches, 
Presbyterians, USA, helping offer 
aid to the more than 6,000 Chinese stu- 
A placement bureau is 


are 


dent refugees. 
being set up to assist the students in 
finding employment and funds are pro- 
viding scholarships for those whose 
family resources have been depleted. 
Selected missionaries are being assigned 
to a spiritual ministry to the students, 
feeling frustrated and 
need friendship from their 
American fellow-Christians. 


many of whom, 


homeless, 


World Tours Being 
Sponsored by Board 
Presbyterian world tours, 
by the Board of Foreign Missions, are 
developing as a unique method of en- 
listing the interest of of the 
church in its world mission. During 
the summer there will be two tours: 
30 Presbyterians visit six Latin- 
American countries and 25 will go ona 
repeated tour to Guatemala and Mexico. 


sponsored 


members 


will 


Iran to Get Seven 
New Missionaries 
missionaries will leave for 
August and September. All 
Presbyterian, USA, mission- 
a long-standing agreement 


Seven new 
Iran in 
seven are 
aries, unde1 
by which this church has served as the 
chief representative of American Protes- 
tant Iran. William N. 
Wysham, of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
that the church “no 
withdrawing its 
aries Iran, despite the trouble 
caused by the oil dispute,’’ but that, as 


churches in 


sions, stated has 


intention of mission- 


from 





in China, they will remain at their posts 
“as long as an opportunity exists to 
perform Christian service.’”’ Dr. Wysham 
said, “Iran has witnessed more direct 
converts to Christianity from Islam than 
any Near East country.” This he at- 
tributes to the ‘‘generally tolerant and 
friendly attitude which has character- 
ized the Iranian government and people 
in the past, and the high calibre and 
dedicated missionary personnel sent to 
Iran since 1835.’’ The USA church now 
nearly 100 missionaries in that 
country while the Anglicans have an ad- 
ditional 15. 


has 


National Missions Board Has 
New Broadcasting Department 

John Groller, who has been director 
of radio at the College of Physical Edu- 
cation, Ithaca, N. Y., has been appointed 
director of a new department of radio 
in the Board of National Missions, New 
York City. This office, in cooperation 
with the denomination’s Department of 
Radio and Television, will seek to de- 
velop a broadcasting ministry within the 
of National Missions re- 
sponsibility, with particular emphasis 
on broadening the outreach of the 
church’s evangelistic message. 

WALTON W. RANKIN. 
Philadelphia. 


special areas 


American Young People Present 
ICU Scroll to Japanese Emperor 
Tokyo (RNS) — Emperor Hirohito’s 
grand chamberlain was presented here 
with the Japan International Christian 
University friendship scroll by two Prot- 


estant youth leaders from the United 
States. 

The scroll bore the names of over 
75,000 North American young people 


who contributed to the building of the 


new institution at Mitaka, near here. 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About: 





Receiving Snedecor’s Presbyteries 


Do you think your synod will vote to receive the Negro presbyteries 
this fall as asked by the General Assembly? 


ALABAMA 

EDWARD V. RAMAGE, First church, 
Birmingham—I think this synod will 
vote to receive the Negro presbytery, bu! 
there will be some opposition. 

J. C. FRIST, Govt. St. church, Mobile 

Yes, after much un-Christian talk and 
verbal explosions by a few. 


GEORGIA 

J. McDOWELL RICHARDS, 
dent, Columbia Seminary—Yes. 

CHAS. J. CURRIE, Layman, Atlanta 
—yYes, I think the synod will vote to 
receive the Negro presbytery this fall. 

VERNON A. CRAWFORD, Supt. 
Home Missions, Augusta-Macon Presby- 
tery—I have no idea. I haven’t heard 
the matter mentioned. 


Presi- 


4 


LOUISIANA 

JOHN S. LAND, St. Ave. 
church, New Orleans—I the 
Synod of Louisianna will act favorably. 

N. A. RUSSELL, Layman, New Or- 
-I have no way of forming an 
opinion what they will do. Personally, 
I would favor it. 

Cc. M. HUTTON, Layman, Minden—I 
am unable to answer this inquiry. 

D. CAMERON MURCHISON, Layman, 
Alexandria—D oubtful. Mississippi 
churches should be received by the 
Synod of Mississippi. 

W. A. ALEXANDER, First church, 
Shreveport—Yes; some heartily, others 
reluctantly but supporting the Assem- 
bly’s action, with both pro and con act- 
ing in gracious spirit. 


Charles 
believe 


leans 


It was presented in a ceremony at the 
royal palace by George Lewis of Cham- 
paign, Ill., a University of Illinois stu- 
dent, and Miriam Corless, Wilmington, 


Del., kindergarten director. 

In his speech of acceptance, the grand 
chamberlain, Marquis Tsuneo Matsu- 
daira, expressed the Emperor’s appreci- 
ation for the scroll. 

Mr. Lewis, a Presbyterian, and Miss 
Corless, a Methodist, were winners of 
an essay contest sponsored by the Japan 
International Christian University Foun- 
dation. The scroll presentation cere- 
mony was the high point of a “good- 
will” trip to Japan awarded them by 
the Foundation. They will visit Japan- 
ese educational, religious and social in- 
stitutions and student work camps be- 
fore returning to the United States. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Kenneth E. Pollock, a member of the 
First church, Winston-Salem, N. C., and 
formerly a Baptist minister, was re- 
cently licensed for one year by Winston- 
Salem Presbytery. He will serve the 
Cooleemee, N. C., church. 

Cc. O. Williams, A. R. P. pastor for- 
merly in Brookhaven, Ga., is now serv- 
ing the A. R. P. church in Little Rock, 
Ark. 

Paul D. Hanna, pastor in Falfurrias. 
Texas for 12 years, has accepted a call 
to the Beal Heights church, Lawton, 
Okla. 

A typographical error recently did not 
give the complete new address of Chas. 
G. Bruce, formerly of Kenedy, Texas, 
who is now pastor at Eldorado, Texas. 

W. C. Cooper from Rock Hill, S. C., 
to West College and Frio Sts., Cole- 
man, Texas. 

R. F. Cleveland, from APCM, Lubon- 
dai, Tshimbulu, Congo Belge, Africa, to 
603 N. 7th St., Lamesa, Texas. 








Eugene E. Wood, Hillsboro, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the McAllen, 
Texas, church effective Sept. 1. 
DEATHS 


Hugh Fitzpatrick, 69, pastor of the 
Montrose church, Richmond, Va., died 
July 19 in a Richmond hospital. <A 
native of Edinburgh, Scotland, Mr. Fitz- 
patrick was a graduate of Austin Col- 
lege and Union Seminary. He was pas- 
tor of the Fulton church, Richmond, 
1922-30, and of the nearby Namozine 
and Hawkins churches, 1930-43. 

John Doddridge McPhail, 82, died at 
Centerville, Ala., June 26. His last pas- 
torate was in Centerville before his re- 
tirement in 1945. 

John Dowell Fleming, 86, for 25 years 
evangelist for the Synod of Tennessee, 
died in Palms Station, Los Angeles, 
Calif., July 10. In 1922 he transferred 
to the USA church and in 1923 became 
a retired member of Los Angeles Pres- 
bytery. 
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The Priesthood of Believers 


N THE first Epistle of Peter the 
Apostle wrote, “‘Ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood.” He 

is telling us that every Christian is a 
priest; his relation to other men is that 
of a priest; his responsibility is that 
of a priest. Now a priest is a mediator 
of sacred things. As a Christian you 
are to teach other men the truth of 
God, reveal to them the life of God: 
you are to bring them to God and show 
them the laws of his Kingdom. 

Someone interrupts and says, ‘‘But I 
thought that was the duty of the min- 
ister. It is his job to teach, to pray, 
to bring others to God. Why should I 
do his work?” 

There are many answers to that ques- 
tion. One very practical answer is that 
there are not enough priests and min- 
isters to go around. If the work of 
God is to be done, more laborers are 
needed than can be supplied by an offi- 
cial priesthood. 

But there is a more profound answer 
to this question, the answer of the Bible. 
According to the New Testament, every 
man who was a Christian was a conse- 
crated man, set apart by his faith to 
work for God and be God’s servant, 
God’s priest. The New Testament knows 
nothing of a special class, a priestly 
hierarchy, to do God’s work alone. The 
New Testament knows only believers 
and unbelievers, doers of the Word and 
those that are not doers of the Word. 


Reformation Contribution 


Two things are to be said about this 
teaching of the Bible. The first is that 
the rediscovery of this Bible teaching 
was one of the great achievements of 
the Christian Reformation of the 16th 
century. For almost a thousand years 
Christians had been under the domina- 
tion of an authoritative priesthood. 
Through skillful propaganda, Christians, 
who knew little of the Bible, who could 
not read it and never saw it, had been 
taught that priests received special 
powers at ordination, they could do what 
laymen could not do, forgive sins, pro- 
claim God’s truth, create and nourish 
the spiritual life; on the one hand there 
were priests with divinely ordained 
powers and on the other hand there 
were common Christians whose one duty 
was to obey priests. 

Fortunately Martin Luther and his 
fellow-Reformers' studied the _ Bible. 
Luther himself was a deeply religious 
man, greatly agonized by his own sin 
and greatly stirred by his lack of peace 
of soul. Obedience to a priesthood had 
not brought him peace. Through the 
patient study of the Bible he perceived 
God’s truth and he declared that ‘‘God 
is available to every humble penitent 
and faithful soul that seeks him. God’s 
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grace, God’s love, God’s peace, are free 
to every man who seeks them in sin- 
cerity. They are not the possession of 
any authoritative priesthood.” 

Of course, Martin Luther and the 
other Reformers did not abolish priests 
or ministers. But they did put them 
in their places. They said ministers are 
necessary and may be valuable, but they 
are the servants and aides of the peo- 
ple, not their dictators and masters. 
Christians are to follow them only so 
far as they follow Christ. God can work 
and may work outside of them. In a 
similar way the Reformers said the 
symbols and rituals of the church are 
necessary and they may be valuable, 
but they are like the scaffolding of a 
building; they are aids. The erection 
of a scaffold will not erect a building; 
it will merely assist the builder. What 
God would build through his church is 
not elaborate ceremonies or a control- 
ling priesthood; what God would build 
is a true soul. 


Explains Roman and Protestant 
Churches 


The second thing to be said is that 
this Biblical doctrine of the priesthood 
of all believers explains the great schism 
in the Holy Catholic Church. On the 
one hand there are the free churches 
who accept the Bible and follow the 
New Testament. They teach that min- 
isters and priests are not the rulers of 
the people, but their representatives. 
They are called of God through the peo- 
ple to the ministry. In God’s Name 
they are set apart by the people to serve 
Christ’s church. At all times they are 
responsible to the people. 

On the other hand there is the Roman 
Church which accepts an authoritative 
priesthood and supports it with an im- 
pressive legend. According to the legend, 
Christ instituted his church and gave 
power over it to Peter. Peter conferred 
these powers on the Bishop of Rome 
(the pope) and the pope in turn has 
passed on the power to cardinals, bish- 
ops and priests ordained by him. Ac- 


cording to Roman doctrine, the Chris- 
tian Church is divided into two groups, 
the priests who know and command, 
the faithful who accept and obey. Just 
as the Middle Ages believed in the 
divine right of kings as the only ground 
of true civil government, so the Roman 
Church teaches the divine right of the 
pope and submission to him as the only 
ground of a true church. 

What should we say to these things? 
We must recognize that a very deep 
division exists. To bridge it will re- 
quire understanding on both sides. All 
Christians should rejoice in the re- 
markable contribution of Rome to the 
Holy Catholie faith. Much criticism of 
Rome is unenlightened. The Roman 
Church may mix error with truth, but 
there can be no question but that it 
has a faith and that it defends it. We 
must also recognize that authoritarian- 
ism has its advantages. Mussolini and 
Fascism in Italy did provide an order 
and a discipline which Italians had not 
known. Hitler and his Nazis in Ger- 
many provided work and created a kind 
of prosperity. The Roman Church “un- 
der the authority of Christ’s vicar on 
earth’? has similar advantages. It can 
act with greater promptness and suc- 
cess than the free churches. The demo- 
cratic churches under liberty have seen 
a great dilution of the Christian faith 
in their schools, their colleges, and even 
in their churches. 

What then should we do? Give up 
democracy in religion? Surrender free- 
dom? Turn our backs on the Bible? 
On the New Testament? On Christ? 
Would you Christians prefer compul- 
Would we ministers be better 
servants of God’s truth if we could com- 
mand you? 


sion? 


Liberty Has Its Risks 


Brethren, I freely admit that liberty 
has its disadvantages; liberty is always 


a risk. In that it is like truth. Are 
the human heart and mind strong 
enough to endure the truth? The 


difficulties are very real, but we should 
not forget the teachings of Christ or the 
affirmations of the New Testament. The 
free nations and the free churches in 
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the long run are the hopes of mankind. 
There is no divine right of kings. There 


is no divine right of popes. Christ has 
no vicar on earth. Christ is the head 
of his church. When he taught in 


Palestine he shunned all use of author- 
ity. He compelled no man to believe 
in him. Christ never organized any 
authoritative church. Compulsion is 
alien to his mind and spirit. 

Obedience that is mere compulsion 
can destroy the moral character not 
only of him who obeys, but of him who 
commands. Communism is a threat to- 
day only in those areas and nations 
that did not know the Christian Refor- 
mation of the 16th century. Totalita- 
rianism, whether in religion or politics, 
cannot fail to belittle and degrade man- 
kind. “Stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again with 
the yoke of bondage.” 

These are fine words and strong 
words. It is proper that they should 
be spoken and that we should be heart~ 
ened by them. Yet the words are mean- 
ingless unless each of us recognizes his 
responsibility under Christian liberty. 
We are priests before God. What is 
the practical application of this to us? 


therefore 


Work Is for God 


In the first place, the work of every 
one of us is a sacred calling. All work 
is of God and for God. Your job is 
the place where you are to serve your 
Maker. I can say that the more easily 
because I know from personal experi- 
ence that many of you are amazing 
ministers of God’s grace. There are 
Christian doctors in this congregation 
who are marvelous pastors; they heal 
the soul as well as the body. There 
are Christian lawyers who are equal to 
those doctors as priests; they are con- 
scious of a Supreme Judge and they set 
forth not only the law of the land, but 
the eternal law of God. 

It is the service of God through your 
work that gives dignity and joy to your 
life. One of the real sins of our day 
is that so many of us have lost our 
joy in labor. We do not believe in 
what we are doing. Sometimes we are 
taught that leisure is better than work. 
Our teachers forget that leisure is no 
goal for humanity. The leisure classes 
are almost always the useless classes. 
Leisure tends to corrupt humanity. 

The result of our teaching and our 
belief is a far-reaching restlessness and 
discontent. Many of you know it in 
yourselves. Some of you college wo- 
men are in business. You work in an 
office. You wish you had a home of 
your own and children. There are 
others of you (also college women) who 
have a home of your own and children 
and you wish you were in an office. You 
say to yourselves, ‘‘What profit is it 
that I got ‘A’ in Creative English in 
Today I never have time to 
use a pen. My only marks are a perma- 
nent ‘D’ for dishwashing.”” So many of 
you are thinking that your work is use- 
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college? 


less and that a rich and creative life 
is somewhere else. 

The ancient Greeks divided mankind 
into classes according to their work. 
At one end of the scale was manual 
labor, the work of digging and plant- 
ing, which was the work of slaves. In 
contrast with this there was the labor 
of free men—the creative work of the 
mind, the search for truth and justice 
and right. (Our conception of a liberal 
education came from this). These di- 
visions of the Greeks were carried over 
to the Middle Ages. The work of man- 
ual laborers, the peasants, carpenters, 
mechanics, was regarded as the lowest 
category of work. The highest category 
of work was the spiritual estate, that 
performed by priests and monks and 
nuns. So mankind and its work were 
hopelessly divided into classes, the high 
and the low, the sacred and the secular, 
the spiritual and the temporal. 


New Dignity, New Unity 


The Christian Reformation of the 
16th century, however, brought a new 
dignity to work and a new unity to 
mankind. Luther and the Reformers 
taught that all work is of God, all 
Christians are Christ’s men, all are of 
the spiritual estate; they belong to the 
highest category of labor; every calling 
is sacred. Here are Luther’s words: 
“All believing laymen are worthy to 
appear before God, to pray for others, 
to teach each other mutually the things 
that are of God. Each should 
become to the other a sort of Christ, 
so that we may be mutually Christs, 
and the same Christ may be in all of 
us; that we may be truly Christians.” 
In this spiritual estate mankind finds 
true unity and abiding equality. 

The equality of the Christian Refor- 
mation, however, was a liberating and 
up-lifting influence. The Reformers 
taught that every man was a prince 
with God; the shoemaker at his last, 
the blacksmith at his forge, the me- 
chanic at his lathe, the student at his 
books——-every man at his task was at 
God’s work. It is not what a man does, 
the particular field in which he labors, 
that makes his life significant, but the 
service to God which he renders through 
his work. If what you do is done self- 
ishly for your honor and your glory, 
then it is degrading whether it is done 
in a paneled office or a coal mine. But 
if it is done for the glory of God, if 
you are God’s workman, then you are 
the peer of any man. If you so labor 
that you become ‘‘a sort of Christ” to 
other men, making them more free, 
teaching them God’s truth, revealing to 
them the compassion and grace of the 
life of the spirit, then your work, 
whether it be cleaning a house, taking 
care of children, healing disease, stand- 
ing in a law court, digging a ditch— 
your work is noble, it is holy, it is God’s 
work and you are his priest. 

There is a second application of this 
truth. It is in the realm of personal 
relations. A priest is a pastor to other 


men, saving them from evil, encourag- 
ing them in good. So every Christian 
in his personal life has a responsibility 
to make it easier for other men to know 
and believe in God, to know and be- 
lieve in truth, in right, in decency, and 
in goodness. 

We are living in a revolutionary age. 
The chief characteristic of that revolu- 
tion is that the area of personal re- 
sponsibility is shrinking and the no- 
man’s land of irresponsibility is steadily 
enlarging. Time was when individual 
men felt somewhat responsible for their 
own lives, their homes, their children, 
their education, their health, their old 
age. Today we are teaching that some- 
one else is responsible for these things. 
Usually we say the government is re- 
sponsible; society will do for men what- 
ever needs to be done for them. 

While there are many things which 
xovernment can and must do, those 
acquainted with history will not be sur- 
prised by the failures of government. As 
you increase the tasks of collective 
agencies these agencies tend to become 
paralyzed. It is increasingly difficult to 
hold anyone responsible for the dis- 
charge of his duties. An ever-enlarging 
no-man’s land of irresponsibility be- 
comes a source of restlessness, insecur- 
ity and fear, a source of corruption and 
immorality; men cease to feel responsi- 
ble for high standards of honesty and 
conduct. 

How can we arrest this disintegration 
of contemporary society? Some great 
catastrophe, destroying our abundance 
and our sheltered life, might do it. Men 
would again rejoice in the opportunity 
to exist. Such a cure, however, would 
be short-lived. What we must hope for 
is a revival of faith sweeping through 
the world and giving men new hearts, 
enabling them to believe that the good 
life and the good society are rooted in 
self-conscious individuals who are free 
to make responsible choices. Such a 
revival will need men and women who 
have clung to responsible standards 
even in an era of irresponsibility; in 
days of uncertainty and confusion they 
were spiritual mediators of true and 
honest things. 

Have You? 

So the teaching becomes practical. 
What are you doing to strengthen the 
moral tone of our society? The world 
about you is disorderly. Is your own 
life well-ordered? The world is cynical. 
Have you retained your faith? The 
world is immoral. Have you shown 
forth a cleansing goodness? The world 
is dishonest. Have you preserved your 
integrity and stood for truth? The 
world is afraid. Can you give it as- 
surance and say, ‘“‘I know and [ believe’’? 

The problems of our time ultimately 
will be resolved in the lives of individ- 
uals. What men see in you will assist 
them to form their judgment of Christ, 
of life, of truth, of God. Each of you 
is a priest, a minister of Christ to other 
men. Each of you is a minister of 
spiritual things, a minister of God. 
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Security and Freedom (V) 


By MAC LOWRY 
Washington News Correspondent 


e NOTE—Mr. Lowry’s survey of 
present loyalty policies continues with 
his interview of Senator Douglas. 


SEN. DOUGLAS*: What started the 
present loyalty pro gram was the 
Canadian spy ring. The report of the 
Canadian royal commission showed con- 
nections between the Communist spies 
there and a group of people in the 
United States—some of them people 
later named by Whittaker Chambers 
and Elizabeth Bentley. 


The danger of subversion is real. 
Had the Communists been old-fash- 
ioned American radicals out in the 
open, we could have quarreled with 
them and fought them openly. It is 
the underground movement of con- 
cealed identity that has cast suspicion 
on everyone. If Hiss and Remington 
were tainted, then why not John 
Jones? Under these conditions it is 
a human tendency for the officials 
charged with the loyalty and secur- 
ity programs to suspect everyone. 


The so-called sensitive agencies must 
have the power to eliminate employees 
at their discretion. But more safe- 
guards must be thrown around the pro- 
cedures than now exist. In the non- 
sensitive agencies, standards can and 
should protect the individual to a much 
greater extent. There should be fairly 
behavior, have put liberty in jeopardy. 
But we should not accept, as one result 


*Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D.-IIl.) was 
elected in 1948 with a plurality of 407,- 
000 votes. A Marine war veteran, for- 
mer University of Chicago professor and 
past president of the American Eco- 
nomic Association, Douglas, in his first 
term, has wide popular support for his 
party’s presidential nomination in 1952. 





HOW LONG CAN A PERSON 


—live from hand to mouth? 

Many years, maybe. .but it’s a 
gamble. Jobs can go wrong—sick- 
ness or accident can change the pic- 
ture. You need a margin of safety. 
You need savings. 

We don’t recommend miserly 


hoarding. Just sensible saving from 
each income check —before you 
spend. That gets results! 


Why not start now? Come in and 
open a savings account with 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 East Main Street 


Richmond, Virginia 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 


Corporation 








good proof in substantiation of the 
charges, and there should be a return 
to the formal rule that a man will be 
dismissed only if reasonable grounds 
exist for the belief that he is disloyal. 


The Communists, by their traitorous 
of their action, the killing of the morale 
of our government employees. 


SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE 


Holgate, O. (RNS)—Something new 
was added to the celebration of the 
anniversaries of two churches near 
here. They jointly observed the flight 
that split them apart in a half-century 
ago. St. John’s Reformed Church, north 
of Holgate, and Emanuel Reformed 
Church, New Bavaria, were served by 
one pastor for 40 years before an argu- 
ment in 1901 over the retention of the 
minister. Former pastors were at union 
services held at St. John’s Church in 
the morning and at Emanuel Church 
in the evening. 





1951 
September 30 


1952 
September 28 


October 7 October 5 
October 14-21 October 12-19 
October 28 October 26 


November 4 November 2 
November 11 
December 9 

December 23 
December 25 
December 30 


November 9 
December 14 
December 21 
December 25 
December 28 


1952 
February 3 


19538 
February 1 


February 10 
February 10 
February 17 
February 29 
March 2 

March 23-April 13 


February 8 
February 8 
February 15 
February 20 
March 1 
March 15-April 





CHURCH CALENDAR 


1951-1952—1952-1953 


Adopted by the General Assembly 


5 


April 13 April 5 
April 13 April 5 
April 27 April 19 
April 27 April 26 
May 4-11 May 3-10 
(or on any other date acceptable to presbytery or synod) 
May 11 May 10 
May 18 May 17 
May 25 May 31 
June 1 May 24 
June 1 June 7 


Monthly and Seasonal Emphases 


September 15-December 15, 1951. . .Period for “Our Tithing Adventure” tor 
Program of Progress 


Sept. . .Church Loyalty and Education January .. ....World Missions 
ar ears sre Church Extension February......... Stewardship 
November . . .Assembly’s Special Causes March-April....... Evangelism 
December .......Annuities and Relief May . . Educational Institutions 


Rally Day and Church Loyalty 
Sunday 

World-Wide Communion Sunday 

Church Paper Week 

Reformation Sunday 

Self-Denial Offering for Church Ex- 
tension 

Assembly’s Youth Day 

Universal Bible Sunday 

Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 

Christmas Day 

Christian Student Night, Life Dedi- 
cation 


Self-Denial Offering for World Mis- 
sions 

Presbyterian Survey Sunday 

Race Relations Sunday 

World Day of Prayer for Students 

World Day of Prayer 

Every Member Canvass Day 

Season for Simultaneous Revivals 
throughout the General Assem- 
bly 

Easter Sunday 

Overseas Relief and Inter-Church 
Aid 

National Christian College Sunday 

(Day of Prayer for Schools and 
Colleges) 

Assembly’s Training School Day 

Christian Family Week 


Offering for Defense Service De- 
partment 

Rural Life Sunday 

Montreat Sunday 

Pentecost 

Day of Prayer for the General As- 
sembly 
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EDITORIAL 





$7,000 Worth of Minutes 


In the closing hour of the Orlando 
Assembly, when the commissioners who 
were still there (and they formed a very 
good proportion) were watching their 
watches to see at about what minute 
they could get away, one elder, uniden- 
tified by us, got the meeting on its feet 
again by proposing an order of $7,000 
worth of Minutes. 

He did not have that figure in mind 
ani he did not propose his plan in quite 
that manner but it amounted to the 
same. 

This elder, in the most sincere pos- 
sible spirit. came forward and moved 
that copies of the Assembly’s Minutes 
be sent to the clerks of all Sessions. He 
said the elders are uninformed, they are 
ignorant (that’s the word he_ used) 
about the work of the church and they 
ought to have access to the record of 
the Assembly’s transactions. Copies of 
the Minutes are now sent to all commis- 
sioners to each Assembly and to all 
ministers of the church. In the discus- 
si. which followed, and it was rather 
lively, it was pointed out that such a 
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step would involve about $7,000, pres- 
ent costs being what they are. 

Then an amendment was proposed, 
which was defeated, looking toward sup- 
plying the Sessions of all vacant (i. e., 
pastorless) churches with the volume. 
One man suggested that the Minutes 
be sent to clerks of Sessions instead of 
to ministers but such a revolutionary 
idea as that did not even get a second. 
Then the original motion was defeated 
with only a few men voting Aye. 

We think the vote was entirely right 
and wise. There is no reason why every 
Session in the Assembly should not au- 
thorize the small expenditure necessary 
to purchase its own volume of the Min- 
utes: only $2. But the elder has a real 
point just the same. The ignorance of 
the average layman, or elder, for that 
mutter. is not going to be overcome 
by sending him a copy of the Assem- 
bly’s Minutes. If this would do it, then 
let’s start the presses running and be 
glad to pay so small a cost as $50,000 
to illuminate every elder in the church. 

No, much as we wish it could be done 
via annual capsule, the course is longer 
and more costly. In fact, we think it 
better, as Dr. Foreman once suggested 
“fill the cup gently.” We don’t 
want to get too specific about this mat- 
ter, but having come this far we can 
scarcely stop now. 

The reason this earnest 
pressed us so deeply is that we share 
his conviction. We agree that one of 
the fundamental needs of our church 
is for our teadership to be better in- 
formed—our elders, deacons, Sunday 
school officers and teachers, alert men 
and women in the congregation who are 
well informed about national and inter- 
national issues, and even many minis- 
ters. These influential people hold the 
key to the future. What the church does, 
it will do under their leadership. To 
the extent that they are uninformed or 
do not care, the church falters or fails 
in its mission. 

That. gentle reader, is exactly why 
we publish a church paper. We are 
convinced that the level of informed 
leadership in our church must be raised. 
We think elders elected to such high 
responsibility have no business apologiz- 
ing about being uninformed. They can 
be informed. They can keep abreast 
of the church’s work and its needs. 
They can understand the debates that 
go on and the policies that are being 
formed or modified. But $2 a year for 
the Assembly’s Minutes won’t do the 


here, to 


elder im- 


trick. No one thing will do it, but we 
would risk putting forward an elder 
who reads this paper week by week 


alongside one who reads no church pa- 
per and let the comparison speak for 
itself. 

To be even more specific, an increas- 
ing number of churches are joining in 
our “Every Leader” or our ‘Every 
Home” These churches, we feel, 
are going to realize some fine dividends. 
There are many things which will never 
be recorded in the Assembly’s Minutes 
which these fine elders and deacons 


plan. 


ought to be concerned about. 
the church paper, we try to give them 
not only the most important events of 
the Assembly itself, but all during the 
year we pledge ourselves to do our ut- 


So, in 


most to keep them informed about 
things that are being done, or ought 
to be, throughout the Christian world. 


The Ministerial Directory 


Dr. Scott, our Assembly’s stated clerk, 
and Mr. Garrison, the assistant stated 
clerk, have put us all in their debt by 
the publication, under authorization of 
the Assembly, of an up-to-date Minis- 
terial Directory. 

The first volume under Dr. Scott’s di- 
rection appeared nine years ago. It has 
been well used everywhere. The new 
volume does not repeat the biographies 
of ministers known to have been dead 
when the first volume was published, 
but it does correct errors in the earlier 
book. The new one in addition lists the 
names of the children of ministers, not 
only living now, but of those listed in 
the earlier book where such informa- 
tion was available. And, of course, it 
is chiefly made up of the biographical 
summaries of our present ministers. 

Since there is no opportunity to make 
a profit on such a volume (at $3.50 each, 
possibly going later to $4), this com- 
ment will not be considered as a sales 
note. However, it would seem _ that 
such a book would be indispensable to 
the following: 

1. Every minister. 

2. Every church (for the library, 
church office or other reference loca- 
tion). 

If you do not recognize the impor- 
tance now, when your pulpit becomes 
vacant and you are seeking information 
on various ministers, this volume will 
be worth much to your church. 

3. State, city and other libraries 
throughout the country, as well as col- 
lege and university libraries where re- 
search is important. 

4. Individuals who know and love the 
church and like to keep informed about 
the ministers. 


[In Passing | 


THE PEOPLE ACT —The significant 
radio series broadcast over the NBC 
network from last Dec. 9 through March 
3 in cooperation with the Twentieth 
Century Fund is still being talked about. 
Among other programs in the series, it 
portrayed the work in Carroll County, 
Ga., in which Dick Flinn has played 
such a significant part—‘Red Clay and 
Teamwork.’ This transcribed series is 
now available to schools, colleges and 
Study groups in- 








for local broadcasts. 
terested in seeing how typical American 
communities have worked to solve eco- 
nomie or social problems may also ar- 
range for their use on loan—where no 
admission fee is charged. Address: 20th 
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Century Fund, 330 W. 42nd St., N. Y. 
18. 
+. * * 

RACE—“On a bus, I don’t mind a man 
not giving me aé seat,’ quoth one 
young lady, “but when one becomes 
empty, I’d appreciate him tapping me 
on the shoulder and giving me an op- 
portunity to race him for it.’’—Electri- 


cal Workers Journal. 

* * * 
LANDSCAPING —- Information about 
landscaping the grounds of a country 


church is available in a free leaflet, 
“Landscaping the Church Grounds,” 
Extension Circular No. 357 from the 


Agricultural Extension Service, N. C. 
State College, Raleigh, N. C. 





SHADY LANE IS 


A BAD CORNER 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Steer clear of the activities of dark- 
ness."’—Ephesians 5:11, J. B. Phillips 
trans. 


HE SIGN on the avenue says 
7 simply: Bad Corner. It turns 

out to be the corner where Shady 
Lane comes to a dead end. The police 
department did not put up that sign on 
general principles. It does not mean, 
“We think, from the looks of it, that this 
may turn out to be a bad corner’; but, 
“We know for a fact this is a bad cor- 
ner.” The police around here do not 
put up notices like that till they have 
had a few wrecks. The sign is as much 
a commentary on wrecks gone by as it is 
a forecast of wrecks to come. 


Shady Lane is a bad corner for sev- 
eral reasons. One is that you can’t see 
what is coming. There is no way of 
seeing what is coming down Shady Lane 
till you are right there. 

Another thing is that there is no 
traffic light at that point. A stop-light 
is annoying, but at least drivers do. 
most of the time, obey it. A corner 
with a light is like a loaded gun; every 
one treats it with respect. But without 
the light it is like an “unloaded” gun, 
which is the kind that causes most of 
the firearms accidents. Since the law 
does not say, positively, STOP! people 
drive on and many get hurt. 

Further, Shady Lane is a bad corner 
because of the kind of traffic that for 
some reason or other barges out of it. 
The street itself is perfectly respectable, 
and so are the people who live on it: 
but the drivers of the cars that use it 
are not always the most reliable in the 
city. Jalopies jump out into the ave- 
nue, trucks that fear neither man, beast 
nor Buicks, bicycles whose riders evi- 
dently believe in miracles. 


HADY LANE is always a bad cor- 
ner. On the main highway of life 
one passes the entrance to manv 

well-marked boulevards that go to im- 
portant places, and also dark alleys that 
obviously go nowhere and attract no 
tourists. But in between are the Shady 
Lanes that look so harmless and are so 
risky. 

Somewhere between Deal 
Street and Crooked Alley is the Shady 
Lane of very doubtful business, schemes 


Square 
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that (as a clever lawyer will prove) are 
just inside the law, rackets the law can’t 
touch, not quite over to Crooked Alley 
but going in the same direction. So it is 
on Courthouse Concourse. Somewhere 
between the Avenue of Justice and 
Crime Corner there is a Shady Lane, 
surveyed, it is said, first by the Sophists 
of old. It is much frequented by the 
kind of lawyer who is skilled at making 
the worse appear the better part. As 
one who used this lane said to the writer 
once (under the impression that he was 
addressing someone else): “It isn’t a 
question of who’s right; it’s a question 
of convincing the jury.” 

The trouble is, there is no stop-light 
at Shady Lane. There would he some 
protection, if there were. But without 
the light, there is no clear law on the 
subject, and every man does that which 
is right in his own eyes. No one has 
any doubts about Gamblers’ Gutter and 
Drunkards’ Dump; they are _ traffic 
hazards, and every sensible driver slows 
down when he sees the sharp red light 
at those corners. But each of these has 
its own little Shady Lane. Near Gam- 
blers’ Gutter there is a lane lined with 
bingo outfits, benefit card parties, the 
sidewalks swarming with people selling 
you chances to help everything from St. 
Swindle’s annual fiesta to St. Vitus’ big 
dance. There’s no law against it, no red 
light anywhere near. But it’s a bad 
corner all the same. Once turn the cor- 


Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 
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ner into that lane and it is hard to get 
out again. 

Also not far from Drunkards’ Dump 
there is another side street starting 
from Cocktail Corner. There’s no red 
light there, nothing illegal about it. 
Indeed if anyone remarks on its being a 
bad corner he will be put down as too 
timid to be driving at all. And still that 
particular Shady Lane takes its toll of 
wrecks year by year. Many a man who 
would never have run into trouble at 
Drunkards’ Dump has been sideswiped 
at Cocktail Corner just because he 
wasn’t looking. 


and the traffic that comes out of 

them is not such as to inspire con- 
fidence. There is the little irreverence 
that isn’t quite profanity; the little self- 
indulgence that hardly can be called 
selfish; the shading of the truth that 
isn’t the truth but still isn’t a lie either; 
the little loosening of honor that is not 
precisely dishonorable and yet is on the 
dark side of honor; the clever trick that 
isn’t cheating, the taking that isn’t steal- 
ing, the story that isn’t dirty but only 
not quite clean, the political deal that 
isn’t exactly buying votes, the innuendo 
that isn’t quite slander. . . 

No two are alike; yet they are all bad 
corners. Perhaps the reason why so 
many accidents occur is a simple one: 
the traffic comes down the hill too fast. 
The drivers do not always notice that at 
the bottom of the hill Shady Lane comes 
to a dead end. 


T HERE ARE MANY Shady Lanes, 





We Teach 


“Christ, and him crucified.” 


Jesus is ‘‘the way, the truth, and 
the iife’’ and anyone who will devote 
his life to following in the steps of 
the man of Nazareth will be success- 
ful; not perhaps as the world counts 
success, for ‘‘not as the world giveth,”’ 


said Jesus, “give I unto you.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Higher Taxes Go For 


Teachers’ Salaries 





West Virginia News Letter 


One of the most talked about matters 
in West Virginia in recent weeks has 
been the increase in cigarette prices 
(3e per pack) and soft drinks (2c a 
bottle). Effective July 1, two cents of 
the cigarette tax will go for increases 
in teachers’ salaries, enabling the state, 
at last, to pay salaries which compare 
favorably with those paid by surround- 
ing states. The one cent tax on soft 
drinks will go to finance a medical col- 
lege. The other penny was required by 
the sales tax on all purchases over 5c. 
In an effort to keep the location of the 
proposed medical college from influenc- 
ing the Legislature, the Governor was 
allowed to choose the site. His choice: 
Morgantown, where the university is lo- 
cated. 


Move to Pay Bonus to 
Veterans Hits Snag 


West Virginians voted last November 
to pay a veterans bonus of up to $300 
for those who served only in this coun- 
try and up to $400 for those who went 


overseas. In a move to make this pos- 
sible, the Legislature enacted new cig- 
arette and beer taxes and inaugurated 
a higher scale of liquor store prices to 
pay off the bonds to be issued for the 
bonus. Meantime, the National Volun- 
tary Credit Restraint Committee decided 
the proposed issue would be inflationary 
and the committee, backed up by 
Charles E. Wilson, for the office of de- 
fense mobilization, asked investment 
houses not to bid on the $67,500,000 
issue and none did. Thus the state was 
left without a means of financing a bond 
issue which had been voted by the elec- 
torate. Several alternative methods 
have been suggested by state officials 
but all of them considered so far have 
proved illegal, impractical or too costly. 


Bus Company Free Church 
Rides in Huntington 

Huntington has joined the ranks of 
these cities in various parts of the coun- 
try where free bus rides to and from 
church are provided from 8:00 A. M. to 
12:30 P. M. on Sundays. Leonard Sam- 
worth, an Episcopalian and president of 
the Ohio Valley Bus Co., made the of- 
fer to the ministerial association in mid- 
June and as soon as the Public Service 
Commission gave its approval got it un- 
derway. The response has been en- 
thusiastic and letters of appreciation 
and inquiry have come in from all over 
the country. Anyone who says he is go- 





In September Queens will 


ing to an A. 


liberal arts college. 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


offer 
young women a new program lead- 
B. degree in home and 
community studies. Fully accredited, 











OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 
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ally for Stillman? 
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ing to church or has been is taken free 
of charge, but one man insisted on pay- 
ing, saying that since the bus company 
is doing such a fine thing he wants to 
show his appreciation by paying his own 
fare. 


Busy Season Seen on 
Davis & Elkins Campus 


Davis and Elkins College has had a 
busy season. Hard on the heels of its 
own regular session came the first term 
of its summer school, the training school 
for Women of the Church, the older 
youth conference (jointly with the USA 
Synod), and the conference for senior 
young people. In addition, the USA 
Synod met on the campus as did its 
women’s group and the senior youth 
conference. Work on the new gym- 
nasium at D&E is going forward and 
officials hope it will be ready for use by 
the beginning of basketball season. The 
college was recently selected for instal- 
lation of an Air Forces Reserve Officers 
Training Corps. In the advanced course 
specialized training will be offered in 
administration and logistics, flight train- 
ing and general technical work. Be- 
cause of this new development no great 
drop in enrollment is anticipated this 
fall. D&E is also inaugurating a plan 
to train students as parish assistants 
with courses which the college says will 
enable women to step directly into work 
as a church’s DRE. 


Coal Mining Region 
Offers “Rich Opportunity” 


A recent survey made public by the 
National Council of Churches describes 
the great coal mining region of West 
Virginia as offering a ‘rich opportun- 
ity” for the churches to recruit new 
members, build stronger communities 
and develop in their members a new and 
deeper sense of responsible citizenship. 
The churches in these mining towns, the 
survey said, are ‘probably the most 
potent and hopeful forces in the com- 
munity.” In general, surveyors de- 
scribed church life as ‘‘boisterous, for- 
mative and adolescent.’’ While church 
membership in the nation is 53.3 per 
cent of the population, the eleven West 
Virginia communities surveyed showed 
church membership at only 17 per cent 
of the population. Church attendance, 
however, was reported at 68.3 per cent 
compared to the estimated average 
rural ratio of 43.6 per cent. Greatest 
need of these churches, said the sur- 
veyors, is for a trained, full-time min- 
istry and for a community outreach and 
influence independent of both mining 
companies and unions. Denominational 
home mission boards are urged to give 
the West Virginia churches: training, 
better techniques and the ‘“‘knowledge 
that the prayers and resources of the 
church at large are behind them.” 


Miscellany 


The Westminster Foundation con- 
tinues its effort to raise $75,000 as the 
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US Synod’s part of the sum necessary 
for the new student work building at 
the University. With the USA Synod 
raising $60,000, a successful campaign 
is sought within a year. . . Many sem- 
inary students are in the synod this 
summer. Two teams of four men each 
from Union have been finding an en- 
couraging response. Two Louisville 
students are working at the Davis 
Stuart School and eight others are work- 
ing in local churches. The Davis 
Stuart School had the first tragedy in 
its history recently when a 14-year-old 
boy evidently went to sleep in the silo 
and was suffocated. He was not lo- 
cated for several days after he disap- 
peared. The Kefauver investiga- 
tion is obviouly to be thanked for driv- 
ing slot machines and numbers rackets 
under cover. In some sections of the 
state crime commisions have been estab- 
lished to see that they don’t return. 
An interesting meeting of synod 
is in prospect at Westminster, Bluefield, 
Sept. 17-19. Melrose chapel, for- 
merly under the wing of the Princeton 
congregation, was recently organized 
into a church. . . Pastors in two home 
mission fields recently exchanged work: 
F. FE. Manning going to the North 
Fayette field and W. Hobart Childs to 

the Matoaka-Lashmeet field. 
JAMES W. WITHERSPOON. 

Beckley, W. Va. 


Moderators, 1951-52 


Moderators of the highest courts of 
some of the Presbyterian family of 
churches at the present time include: 

Presbyterian, U. S.—— J. R. McCain, 
president emeritus, Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Ga. 

Presbyterian, U. S. A.—Harrison Ray 
Anderson, pastor, Fourth church, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

United—W. Kyle 
town, Ohio, layman. 

A. R. P.—P. A. Stroup, Memphis, 
Tenn., pastor. Elected for 1952-53: P. 
L. Grier, Louisville, Ga., pastor who re- 
cently resigned as principal (stated) 
clerk. 


George, Youngs- 


United Church of Canada—cC. M. 
Nicholson, Principal, Pine Hill Divinity 





WITNESS FOR THE DEFENSE 
If you have a CHECKING account, 
and should be wrongly accused of 
not paying a bill, your canceled 
sheck will prove your innocence— 
protect your cash—and safeguard 
your credit. Start a Checking Ac- 
count at First and Merchants NOW. 


“Virginia’s Foremost Bank Since 1865” 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


Membei Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 


Hall, Halifax, Novo Scotia. minster church, Westchester, II. 


Presbyterian Church of Canada— Evangelical and Reformed—Louis W. 
Norman D. Kennedy, pastor, First Goebel, Chicago, president; Frederick 
church, Regina, Sask. W. Schroeder, Eden Theological Semi- 

Presbyterian Church of Ireland— ary, Webster Groves, Mo., moderator. 
Hugh Mcellroy, Ryans, County Down, Reformed Church in America (Dutch 


Ireland. 
Church of Scotland—Wm. W. Ander- 
son, St. Cuthbert’s church, Edinburgh. 
Cumberland—John E. Gardner, Mc- 
Kenzie, Tenn. 


Reformed)—David Van Strien, Re- 
formed Church of Woodcliff-on-Hudson, 
a Be 

Christian Reformed Church—Henry 
Baker, Chicago. 


Orthodox——Lawrence R. Eyres, West- Presbyterian Church of England—Roy 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


‘“‘THE MIND IS A WORKSHOP, 
NOT MERELY A STOREHOUSE.”’ 


John R. Cunningham, President 








PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Transfer, 
General, Commercia!, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
tions for 1951-52 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 


William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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FOR EFFICIENCY... 


Pay by check; keep track of each 
dollar you spend. A checking ac- 
eount with us will help you bal- 
Start one to- 


ance your budget. 


day! 


STATE-PLANTEKS 
Bank and Trust Company 


Richmond, Virginia. 


6 Convenient offices in Richmond and 


Hopewell, Va. 


Established 1865 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 


Corporation. 








Drummond Whitehorn, Westminster 
College, Cambridge (1950). 

Presbyterian Church of Mexico— 
Eleazar Z. Perez, Colonia Alamos, presi- 
dent. 

Presbyterian Church of Brazil— 
Natanael Cortez, Fortaleza, Ceara, 
Brazil. 

Presbyterian Church in New Zealand 
—James A. Thomson, moderator of 
Wellington, died recently after a brief 
illness. 


Most Ministers Decide 
Before H. 8. Graduation 


Sixty-three per cent of all ministerial 
students decide for the ministry before 
they graduate from high school. 

These facts were revealed in a recent 
survey of 1,978 ministerial students 
who came from 48 states and represent 
20 of the major denominations. 

This same study shows that 83.5 per 
cent of the factors which tend to keep 
men out of the ministry are simply be- 
cause no person, pastor, no teacher, or 
no parent is guiding them in that direc- 
tion. Only five per cent of these 1,978 
ministerial students said their Sunday 
school teacher had ever spoken to them 
about giving their lives to the full-time 
work of the church. 

One ministerial student gave a typi- 
cal answer, ‘‘No one ever talked with me 
about going into the ministry until I 
asked about it.” 
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Excuse My Dust 


In an age of fast transportation and 
supersonic speed, it is hard for most of 
us to realize that a little more than 
fifty years ago an automobile was not 
a common vehicle. We find in the story 
enacted in ‘‘Excuse My Dust” (MGM) a 
good reconstitution of that time and 
some of the possible situations attend- 
ing the introduction of the “‘gas buggy.” 

At the close of the last century, a 
small town young man (Red Skelton) 
with a mechanical bent was always at- 
tempting to invent new types of ma- 
chines. Only his mother and his girl 
friend (Sally Forrest) believed in him— 
and the latter has some doubts. After 
many misfortunes he succeeds in build- 
ing a “‘gas-mobile’’ which runs at the 
terrific speed of fifteen miles an hour, 
wins in a race against the greatest odds. 
With the prize money the winner plans 
to marry the girl and fulfil his dreams 
for a future in which horseless carriages 
will run swiftly and he will invent bet- 
ter and faster cars. 

This gay comedy with music is most 
entertaining, possessing a lively plot 
and many humorous situations. There 
are excursions into “what might hap- 
pen’? (and we know that it has hap- 
pened) when past and present meet in 
imaginative sequences. Several pleas- 
ing songs are introduced, and a picnic, 
a hayride, a bathing party, and the 
fireman’s ball are part of the com- 
munity’s pleasures which all enjoy to- 
gether. 

The usual brand of Red Skelton slap- 
stick is restrained to homely fun. The 
auto race is the grand climax, with some 
extraordinary vehicles (compared to our 
1951 streamlined and silent models) in 
the running, and with a mild effort at 
betting on the side by some of the 
town’s citizens. 

‘“*Excuse My Dust’’ does not pretend 
to do anything but entertain—and it 
succeeds. It will provide hearty laughs 
for the whole family. FOR: Family. 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 








Ask the man who TITHES 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Christian Use of Money and 
Goods 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 12, 1951 


Matthew 25:14-15; 19-30. 


The topic chosen for our lesson is too 
narrow. The Scripture from which it 
is drawn does indeed throw light on the 
Christian use of money and goods; but 
it likewise concerns the Christian use 
of talents and gifts. And the latter 
should be included in our thought as 
well as the former. Some men are good 
stewards of money and goods, but not 
of talents and gifts; some of gifts and 
talents but not of money and goods; 
some of neither and some of both. This 
latter is the Christian ideal inculcated 
in our text. 

Jesus spoke the words recorded in 
Matthew 25 during his last week in 
Jerusalem, at the end of a day of long 
and wearying controversy. 

The rulers of the nation had deter- 
mined to destroy him, and he knew that 
his rejection meant the end of the Jew- 
ish state. That evening as he and his 
disciples passed through the city, the 
disciples called his attention to the 
magnificent structure of the Temple. 
Jesus replied that the building was 
doomed, not one stone would be left 
standing upon another. His disciples 
asked when this would be, when would 
he come again, and when the world 
would come to an end. Jesus, in reply, 
told them not to be led astray by false 
Messiahs, wars, persecutions, heresies 
and the like—these things would come, 
but they were not the sign of the end; 
Jerusalem would be destroyed, but they 
were not to be discouraged; he would 
come into the world with power during 
their own lifetime; but as for the end 
of the world, his final coming, no one 
but the Father knew the hour or the 
time. 

He then proceeded to impress upon 
them the fact that they must always be 
prepared for his coming (whether it be 
in death, or at the end of the world) 
first, because he would come like a thief 
in the night, suddenly, in a time when 
he was not expected; second, because 
like a man who had left his household 
in the care of his servants he would 
come with rewards and punishments in 
his hand; and third, because his com- 
ing would seal their eternal destinies 
This last point he illustrated by the 
story of the ten virgins, five of whom 
were wise and five of whom were fool- 
ish. He concluded his parable by say: 
ing, ‘“‘Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” And 
then immediately he told two parables 
which indicate that the last judgment 
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will hinge on our faithfulness in serv- 
ing Christ (the parable of the talents) 
and our faithfulness in serving our fel- 
lowman (the parable of the last judg- 
ment). 


Parable of the Talents 


Jesus told of a wealthy merchant who 
left home on a distant journey. In 
order that his estate might not suffer, 
he called three of his trusted servants 
and put into their hands all of his free 
capital. He divided it according to their 
several abilities, entrusting one with 
$5,000 (a talent being worth about 
$1,000), the second with $2,000, and 
the third with $1,000. The first and 
second played their parts well, amply 
justifying their master’s confidence. By 
diligent and skillful efforts they doubled 
their trust. The third, however, took 
his money and hid it in the ground. 
He followed this course, because he was 
piqued, it may be, at receiving less than 
his fellow-servants, or perhaps, because 
he thought it was not worthwhile to 
trade with a sum so small in compari- 
son with what his fellow-servants re- 
ceived; or perhaps, because he was 
afraid to risk his money in any com- 
mercial venture. If he had been a rogue 
he would have run away with his trust; 
but he was not a rogue, only discon- 
tended and slothful. 

The merchant’s sojourn was unexpect- 
edly protracted, but at length he ar- 
rived home; and after the Eastern 
fashion his return was celebrated with 
feasting. While the banquet was being 
prepared he summoned the three to as- 
certain how they had prospered in their 
trading. ‘The first and second told him 
proudly how they had doubled their 
trusts and he heartily applauded both 
alike. One indeed presented him with 
$10,000, the other with only $4,000, 
but they had displayed equal devotion 
and they received the selfsame com- 
mendation: ‘‘Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant; you have been faithful over 
a little, I will set you over much; enter 
into the joy of your master.” 

The third was standing by and heard 
it all: and realizing what a foolish game 
he had played, he attempted to brazen 
it out. ‘‘Master,” he said, “I knew 
you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where 
you did not winnow; so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.” 
The unfaithful servant posed here as 


. 


honest, though an injured man. His 
master, however, told him sternly that 
neglect of his trust was tantamount to 
robbery. His acceptance of the obliga- 
tion bound him to the discharge thereof. 
If one undertakes an office and finds 
that he has either no heart or no capac- 
ity for it, he should resign it to another 
who will perform it. 

“You wicked and slothful servant,’ 
the master replied. ‘‘You knew that I 
reap where [ have not sowed and gather 
where [I have not winnowed? [The 
punctuation of the Revised Standard 
Version here is better than that of the 
King James. The master does not ad- 
mit the charge, but suppose it is true, 
he says.] Then you ought to have in- 
vested my money with the bankers, and 
at my coming I should have received 
what was my own with interest” (this 
word is better than that used in the 
King James version, ‘‘usury,’’ which has 
come to mean quite another thing). 

There was no place for this servant 
at the banquet that evening. He was 
expelled from the house and cast out 
into the bleak world. And as for his 
neglected talent, it was entrusted to the 
first of the three, who had proved him- 
self so trustworthy and so competent. 


Its Teaching 


The truth that Jesus enshrined in this 
parable can be put into a few words: 
We are all stewards in the househould 
of God. Each of us is entrusted with 
certain abilities and certain opportuni- 
ties. When Christ comes he will de- 
mand an account of the use we have 
made of our “‘talents.”” If we have em- 
ployed them in his service we shall be 
rewarded. If we have failed to use 
them we shall suffer loss. 

1. We are all stewards in the house- 
hold of God. As Marcus Dods points 
out: 


“The parable of the talents does not 
acknowledge any servants who have 
absolutely nothing; some have little as 
compared with others, but all have some 
capacity to forward the interests of the 
absent master. Is everyone of us prac- 
tically recognizing this—that there is a 
part of the work he is expected to do? 
He may seem to himself to have only 
one talent, and that not worth speak- 
ing about, but that one talent was given 
that it might be used, and if it be not 
used, there will be something lacking 
when reckoning is made which might 
and ought to have been forthcoming. 
Certainly there is something you can do, 
that is unquestionable; there is some- 
thing that needs to be done which pre- 
cisely you can do, something by doing 
which you will please him whose plea- 
sure in you will fill your nature with 
gladness. It is given to you to increase 
your Lord’s goods.” 


2. There will be a day of reckoning. 
Earl Douglass in the Douglass-Snowden 
Sunday School Lessons tells us that “a 
certain insurance company issued a 
folder some time ago entitled ‘After the 
Wreck—Comes the Reckoning.’ There 
is a lurid picture drawn of what may 
happen to a person if he does not make 
preparations to protect himself against 
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The 


gets 


the day of mishap. truth is em- 
phasized that if one into trouble 
he has to pay for it. If there 

wreck, there is always a reckoning. . 
For every one of us there comes a day 
of reckoning. Rather it should be said 
that every day is a day of reckoning 
and the final reckoning when we all 
shall stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ. But when there is a wreck to 
be reckoned with, then one may indeed 
be anxious and afraid.” 

In this final reckoning we shall not 
be judged by what we have done or by 
what we have made, but rather by what 
we have done or made compared with 
the amount entrusted to us. According 
to what we have received, it will be 
expected of us. Not all are expected 
to reach the same peaks of achieve- 
ment; but all of us are expected at least 
to try—to be good and faithful servants 
with whatever we have. As Dr. Fiske 
has written: 


is a 


“God expects us to do our best, our 
utmost, with the talents he has in- 
vested in us, under the limitations we 
have to face. Clearly he does not ex- 
pect ten talent results from one or two 
talent men. He recognizes differences 
in capacity, caliber, native ability. He 
discourages nobody by expecting the 
impossible or the unreasonable. But we 
must be ourselves, our best selves, and 
fulfill the best promise of usefulness, 
indicated by our talents. Capacity is a 
measure of responsibility. If the five 
talented man had gained only two in- 
stead of five talents he would have been 
a moral failure. A statesman of presi- 
dential caliber is a failure when he talks 
only like a congressman or acts like a 
ward politician. What happens when 
the six cylinder motor is ‘only hitting 
on two?’ But the motor or the man 
that lives up to capacity is doing all 
that God or man can rightly expect.”’ 


Unfortunately very few of us have de- 
veloped our capacities or opportunities 
to the full. 


3. The faithful servant will be re- 
warded, The reward comes both in this 
life and in the next. To quote Dr. Fiske 
again: 


“The reward of work well done is 
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more work, and increased power equal 
to the new task. fhis is the blessed 
law of the growing life. It progressively 
outgrows itself and gets ready for 
greater Opportunities. Often men with 
very meager talents and a very modest 
start in life, by sheer faithfulness, never 
letting an opportunity slip, never dodg- 
ing the challenge of a hard task, gradu- 
ally develop until their talents are 
multiplied astonishingly, and they thus 
acquire kingly personalities.” 

Whatever talents we have they are 
developed with use in this life. 

But if we use our talents faithfully 
in God’s service, we are also rewarded 
in the future life. When our Master 
comes he shall say, ‘‘Capital, you ex- 
cellent and trusty servant, you have 
been trusty in charge of a small task. 
I will give you a larger opportunity. 
Come and share your Master’s feast’ 
(Mofiatt’s translation). Jesus’ words 
seem to indicate that the future life will 
be a life of activity just as this life 
has been. And if we have been faithful 
in our work here, we shall have a larger 
and a happier work in the hereafter. 

4. The unfaithful servant will be 
punished, If we do not use our talents 
in God’s service we shall suffer loss. 
Christ does not say that the man who 
misuses his talent shall be punished. 
That goes without saying. If the serv- 
ant in the parable had spent his talent 
in riotous living he would have merited 
even more his master’s wrath. But the 
man who buries his talent in the ground 
is also condemned. Phillips Brooks 
said: 


“There are in all our cities a multi- 
tude of useless men; perfectly contented 
in their uselessness. Many a man looks 
back upon his life, and save for the 
kindly offices rendered his immediate 
associates he cannot remember one use- 
ful thing he ever did. He never stood 
up for a good cause. He never remon- 
strated against an evil. He never helped 
a bad man to be better. A merely use- 
less man! His lite might drop out of 
the host tomorrow, and none would miss 
a soldier from the ranks. No onset 
or defense would be weaker for his 
going.” 


Jesus condemns in this parable the 
He suffers loss 
in this life. Dr. Fiske raises the ques- 
tion—Did the master really take away 
that talen. “rom the slothful 
servant? Surely not, he answers. It 
purely automatic process. Any 


man who does nothing. 


unused 
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function atrophies and dies 


neglected 
from disuse. Any dexterity, skill, or 
expertness has to be kept alive by faith- 
ful practice. It very subtly, silently 
slips from the fingers otherwise. Every 
unused talent buried, slighted or neg- 
Let a 
good violinist stop all practice for a 
year and try his neglected instrument, 
He finds himself just a bungling fiddler, 
A speedy typist must keep at the type- 
writer or into the novice 
“Employ the insiinct of prayer 
(for it is an instinct and is proved only 
when it is obeyed) and soon the skies 
will be filled with spiritual hosts. Bury 
the instinct and soon these self-same 
skies wil be as inert as slag.” (Buttrick) 


lected is lost from sheer neglect. 


soon lapse 


class. 


Fiske continues: 


“Too frequently the lonesome talent 
is undervalued. Genius is admired and 
vainly coveted. But when we have only 
one talent, just one blessed skill on 
which our whole future depends, too 
frequently we think, ‘It isn’t worth do- 
ing. A tune on one string is monoto- 
nous.’ So we stop trying and perhaps 
blame it all on God, like the slacker 
in the parable. We lament the fact that 
Providence has not been kind to us. 
Other folks were born lucky; but we 
never had a chance. And so we lose our 
only hope of growth and usefulness by 
neglecting the only chance we had. 
Every faithful plodder in history shows 
the tragic foolishness of the one-talented 
slacker. There is no cheaper, meaner 
alibi than the unsportsman-like com- 
plaining of the human failure who be- 
wails his lack of opportunity and the 
unfairness of God in distributing his 
gifts. And his name is legion. Let him 
endeavor to dig up that buried talent, 
burnish it faithfully and use it diligently 
before it is too late.’’ 


Jesus warns us that the man who 
fails to use his talent in the service 
of God shall also suffer loss in the next 
life. He will have excluded himself 
eternally from the Master’s service. 

What talents does God entrust men 
with today? What talents do we pos- 
sess? How can we use these talents in 
God’s service? How can we misuse 
them? How can we bury them in the 
ground. Why do men bury their talents 
today? Who is the most tempted to 
bury his talent, the man with five talents 
or the man with one? What sort of 
heaven would you prefer—one of inac- 
tive bliss or of active usefulness? Are 
you preparing yourself for it by faith- 
ulness to the immediate tasks in hand? 


(Lesson commentary based on ‘“In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons: The 
International Bible Lessons for Chris- 
tian Teaching,’ copyrighted 1951 by the 
Division of Christian Education, Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


SALVATION. By Sholem Asch. G. 
P. Putnam’s Sons, New York. 3483 pp., 

The fiction of Sholem Asch, a disciple 
of the Jewish faith, is well known to 
most readers. While this book was first 
published in English in 1934 much of 
its content was left out. Here, for the 
first time in English, is the complete 
story of a hungry soul in search of a 
satisfactory revelation of God. 

The setting of the story is in an 
isolated region in Poland along the 
Vistula in the years following the dis- 
astrous retreat of Napoleon’s armies. 
The opening paragraphs of the book 
present in beautiful and descriptive 
language the tragedy of a people sub- 
jected to the ravages of war whose only 
hope is in a Messiah slow in coming. 





“An evil time had dawned for the 
world. The wars of Gog and Magog 
had been raging, and the peoples who 
had been pressed into Napoleon’s armies 
had just passed through the land... . 
Defiled and trampled like a tortured 
body, the whole land now lay waste, 
groaning under the wounds that had 
been inflicted upon it. The wars of Gog 
and Magog were over, but the Messiah 
was late in coming and there was no 
sound of his footsteps.” 


This story of Reb Yechiel, the Psalm 
Jew, pictures a poor rabbi who in the 
face of terrific persecution and deep 
sorrow sought solace and strength in 
the God portrayed in the Psalms, the 
contents of which he knew so well. 
Some comfort and strength he found in 
the Torah and in the Psalms, but one 
is poignantly conscious always that the 
Messiah who only can give adequate 
comfort and peace of soul is still far, 
far away. 

The book helps one to appreciate the 
struggle within the soul of the Jewish 
people, something of their spiritual 
wistfulness, and much of their one great 
problem, the problem of every son of 
man who has not found God in Jesus 
Christ. 

MALCOLM CALHOUN. 

York, S. C. 


THE JOURNAL OF JOHN WOOL- 
MAN. Edited by Janet Whitney. Henry 
Regnery Co., Chicago. 225 pages, plus 
index. $2.75. 

Adult American Christians have either 
read John Woolman’s Journal or they 
are behind with their reading. This is 
the definitive edition of this famous 
work, the personal story of a man with 
out special education who felt the Lord’s 
hand upon him and the Lord’s message 
within him. 

To John Woolman more than to any 
other one man, the Quakers owe their 
traditional opposition to slavery; and 
to the Quakers more than to any other 
one religious group, the rest of us owe 
our now common conviction that slavery 
is essentially contrary to the gospel. 

Those who see our contemporary evils 
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and are distressed over them, might ob- 
tain from John Woolman a clue to the 
way in which under God people’s minds 
are changed toward good. This journal 
also opens the heart of a true mystic, a 
humble, sensitive, sincere man who dis- 
arms the reader today, as he disarmed 
his contemporaries, by his evident desire 
to do only the will of Christ and not his 
own. 
KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY REVIEW 





Korean Presbyterian 


bly, following his that the 


church membership increase during the 


election, 


past year was larger than in any previ- 


The existing institutions are the 
Chosen Seminary, which has functioned 


for several years, and the Presbyterian 


ous 12-month period. 

One hundred from 
eight South Korean provinces attended 
the 

After long debate, the Assembly voted 
to set ap a “temporary board of direc- 
for a new, church-sponsored theo- 
with the that it 
would replace two existing, semi-official 


Seminary, which was founded after 
World War II. Both schools were 
originally located in Seoul, but have 
heen carrying on in cities of the United § 
Nations-hela during the current 
hostilities. 

Trustees of the Presbyterian Seminary 
met the Assembly sessions 
and consented ‘reluctantly and tear- 
fully” to disband their institution. 


Membership Increases commissioners 


Taegu, Korea (RNS)—-Membership in 
the Korean Presbyterian Church has in- 
creased greatly 


sessions. 
area 
since hostilities broke 
out last summer, Pastor Kwon Yun Ho, 
new moderator of the 


said here. 


tors” 


denomination, jogical school idea following 


He told the church’s General Assem- Presbyterian seminaries. 








TITHING Makes MEN 


Certainly our money must support the Church’s mis- 
sion . 


ein 


. but Tithing isn’t primarily a means of raising 
money—it’s a method of making men. Money, as a 
part of us, (the time God gave us to make it) is one of 
the most difficult parts of self to give, but giving at 
least a tenth of our incomes is a potent way of growing 
in Christ—becoming Christian men. 
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